
See discussions, stats, and author profiles for this publication at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/347310972

The meaning(s) of practice: Puzzling through performative language practice

with refugee learners

Article  in  Applied Theatre Research · November 2020

DOI: 10.1386/atr_00040_1

CITATIONS

4
READS

84

2 authors, including:

Elif KIR Cullen

Istanbul Medeniyet University

29 PUBLICATIONS   94 CITATIONS   

SEE PROFILE

All content following this page was uploaded by Elif KIR Cullen on 22 December 2020.

The user has requested enhancement of the downloaded file.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/347310972_The_meanings_of_practice_Puzzling_through_performative_language_practice_with_refugee_learners?enrichId=rgreq-84c70d8af4fed417625b0fb9b85c6d7d-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0NzMxMDk3MjtBUzo5NzE0NTgyMDEyNjAwMzJAMTYwODYyNTA5MjE0Mg%3D%3D&el=1_x_2&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/347310972_The_meanings_of_practice_Puzzling_through_performative_language_practice_with_refugee_learners?enrichId=rgreq-84c70d8af4fed417625b0fb9b85c6d7d-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0NzMxMDk3MjtBUzo5NzE0NTgyMDEyNjAwMzJAMTYwODYyNTA5MjE0Mg%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/?enrichId=rgreq-84c70d8af4fed417625b0fb9b85c6d7d-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0NzMxMDk3MjtBUzo5NzE0NTgyMDEyNjAwMzJAMTYwODYyNTA5MjE0Mg%3D%3D&el=1_x_1&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Elif-Cullen?enrichId=rgreq-84c70d8af4fed417625b0fb9b85c6d7d-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0NzMxMDk3MjtBUzo5NzE0NTgyMDEyNjAwMzJAMTYwODYyNTA5MjE0Mg%3D%3D&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Elif-Cullen?enrichId=rgreq-84c70d8af4fed417625b0fb9b85c6d7d-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0NzMxMDk3MjtBUzo5NzE0NTgyMDEyNjAwMzJAMTYwODYyNTA5MjE0Mg%3D%3D&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Istanbul-Medeniyet-University?enrichId=rgreq-84c70d8af4fed417625b0fb9b85c6d7d-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0NzMxMDk3MjtBUzo5NzE0NTgyMDEyNjAwMzJAMTYwODYyNTA5MjE0Mg%3D%3D&el=1_x_6&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Elif-Cullen?enrichId=rgreq-84c70d8af4fed417625b0fb9b85c6d7d-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0NzMxMDk3MjtBUzo5NzE0NTgyMDEyNjAwMzJAMTYwODYyNTA5MjE0Mg%3D%3D&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Elif-Cullen?enrichId=rgreq-84c70d8af4fed417625b0fb9b85c6d7d-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0NzMxMDk3MjtBUzo5NzE0NTgyMDEyNjAwMzJAMTYwODYyNTA5MjE0Mg%3D%3D&el=1_x_10&_esc=publicationCoverPdf


 THIS PAGE IS SECURE 

Authors: Piazzoli, Erika ; Cullen, Elif Kir ;

Source: Applied Theatre Research, Volume 8, Number 2, 1 November 2020, pp. 227-244(18)

Publisher: Intellect

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1386/atr_00040_1

This article features an investigation into the semantics of the term ‘practice’ coexisting in a multidisciplinary 

research context. The background of the discussion is a government-funded study with refugees and asylum seekers 

in Ireland, where process drama, music and dance were used to facilitate second language learning ‐ an approach 

known as performative language pedagogy. The research is framed by exploratory practice, a methodology that 

considers ‘practice-as-research’ and ‘understanding-for-practice’ in second language education. An investigation of 

the meaning(s) of the term ‘practice’ was imperative as a semantic gap existed between the use of the term ‘practice’
in exploratory practice (the research methodology underpinning the study) and the concept of ‘practice’ in 

performative language pedagogy (the teaching approach used in the study). This article presents findings from 

twelve qualitative interviews with teacher/artists and practitioners that point towards a shared understanding of 

practice when working with refugees in language education settings. 
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